
Authorization 
Preservation Parks of Delaware County Officers possess Ohio Basic Peace Officer Certification. The park police 
get their authority from the Ohio Revised Code (ORC) section 1545.13 which states: 

"The employees that the Board of Park Commissioners designate for that purpose may exercise all the powers 
of police officers within and adjacent to the lands under the jurisdiction and control of the Board…" 

They differ from other law enforcement agencies in that their work focuses on parks and their facilities and 
users, rather than a city or village. They enforce the Ohio Revised Code and the same laws as other peace 

officers. 

The officers also enforce a separate set of laws known as park rules and regulations, specifically related to 

parks. The ORC states: 

"The Board of Park Commissioners shall adopt such bylaws and rules as the Board deems advisable for the 
preservation of good order within and adjacent to parks and reservations of land…" 

The park police are also responsible for some aspects of the maintenance and conservation management of 

our park facilities. 


