
Preservation Parks wouldnôt be where it is without 
our cadre of dedicated volunteers. Occasionally, 
we honor one of the volunteers with our thanks 

and a chance to tell us a little about him or herself.  

Now, we would like to honor our Volunteer of the 

Year for 2011, Angie Riffle 

 
Resides in:  Delaware 
Family:       Three ñdarlingò nephews                              
Originally from: Orient, Ohio 
Occupation:  A nanny for 20 years 
  
Q:    What is your favorite Preservation Park? 
Why? 
A.     My favorite park to hike is Hogback Ridge 
Preserve. I enjoy the mature trees and close   
proximity to Alum Creek to watch the Osprey   
platforms. In the winter months, I love Deer Haven 
Preserve, because the large bay windows, cozy 
fireplace and delightful library chase away any 

winter blues. 

Q.    How did you get involved with the Park     
District? 
A.     I became involved with the Park District after 
hearing an ad on the radio for volunteermatch.org. 
I plugged in my interests and was given a contact 

number for Preservation Parks. 

Q.    What do you do for fun? 
A.     I am a voracious reader, history buff, hiker 

and most recently joined a Schutzhund club. 

Q.     What is your favorite travel destination? 
A.     I traveled to the Virgin Islands and went 
scuba diving. It was the most phenomenal       

nature experience I have ever had.   

Q.     Whatôs the last book you read? 
A.     The last book I read was Medal of Honor, 

with portraits of valor beyond the call of duty. 

Q.     Whatôs your favorite restaurant? 
A.     My favorite restaurant is Olive Garden. 
  
Q.    What else do you want people to know about 
you? 
A.     Nothing gives me greater personal peace 
than being immersed in nature. I feel the stress of 
daily life ease away and my spirit rejuvenated. My 
father was a staunch environmentalist and      
conservationist, and his greatest living legacy is 
the passion, awe and reverence he gave us about 
our beloved earth. Every hour my family donates 

to the Park District is a living memorial to my Dad. 

   ñThere is a pleasure in the pathless woods, 

   There is a rapture on the lonely shore, 

   There is society where none intrudes, 

   By the deep Sea, and music in its roar: 

   I love not Man the less, but Nature more.ò 

                     ð Lord Byron 

Volunteer of the Year  

Angie Riffle  

 
Hats off to our wonderful volunteers! 
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PLAN IT FOR THE PLANET 
Preservation Parks of Delaware County 

http://www.preservationparks.com/opportunities/contribute-2/featured-volunteer/volunteermatch.org


Preservation Parks Volunteers are an incredible group of  
people, and we want you to have the chance to connect with 
each other and spark friendships.  
 
This holiday season, you are invited to attend a volunteer 
social where we will enjoy a Cookie Exchange and Stocking 
Stuffing. The party takes place on Saturday, December 10, 
2011, 3:00-5:00 p.m. at Deer Haven Preserve.  
 
To participate in the Cookie Exchange, bring three dozen 
cookies to trade and a tin so you may take home an           
assortment of treats.  

The Stocking Stuffing activity will be our collective donation to 
People In Need (P.I.N.), Delaware County's food pantry. Twenty 
pairs of everyday socks will be provided. We ask you to bring 
new food or household items to stuff into these socks. Low cost 
items such as toothpaste, noodles, little toys, school supplies, 
baby supplies, and toiletries are great everyday items useful to 
families. Together, we can make a big difference for our 

neighbors.  

 

Please RSVP by contacting 

 saundras@preservationparks.com . 
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Cuisine Along the Ravine 

Park Safari Challenge  

A Cuisine Along the Ravine Committee planning 
meeting will take place at Deer Haven Preserve 
on Thursday, December 15 at 4:00 p.m. Please 
let Saundra know if you are interested in being part 
of the planning committee or helping with the silent 
auction.  
 

This romantic dinner might be the perfect date for 
you and your valentine. Consider enjoying the event 
as a guest for a $100 donation to Friends of       
Preservation Parks. 

The Friends of Preservation Parks are hosting the 
eighth annual Valentineôs Dinner, Cuisine Along 
the Ravine, on Saturday, February 11, 2012. This 
catered dinner and silent auction is easy to plan and 
execute. Committee members simply help choose a 
theme, menu, entertainment, and assist with      
gathering items for the silent auction. Volunteers 
also are needed to help convert The Lodge at Deer 
Haven Preserve into our ñrestaurantò before the 
event, assist during the event, and help the day after 
as we clean up.   

Volunteer Newsletter  

Celebrate the Season 

Volunteer Social ¦ Cookie Exchange 

preserves. Help dream up the challenges and activities. Last 
year, ten teams competed in the Park Safari Challenge, which 
led them on an exploration of three parks. They had a blast   
solving puzzles, taking photos, netting frogs, spotting tree    
swallows, and much more. For many participants, it was their 

first time visiting Preservation Parks!  
 

Remember, we will meet January 5 at 10 a.m., at Hogback 
Ridge Preserve. Please let Saundra know if you are interested 
in being part of the fun. Call 740-524-8600, ext. 6, or e-mail: 

saundras@preservationparks.com.  

Do you love puzzles, riddles, and challenges?  Consider 
joining the planning committee for the Park Safari           
Challenge. We will be holding a meeting at 10 a.m. at    
Hogback Ridge Preserve on Thursday, January 5, 2012. 

The actual event will take place Saturday, June 16, 2012.  

 

The Park Safari Challenge is a 
mental (and sometimes physical) 
obstacle course through our       
beloved Preservation Parks      

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas++stocking+clip+art&view=detail&id=555FF1CFDBD4E98A522FEB1E66B4441E053BF658&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=hearts+and+trees&view=detail&id=9D100C51F751C2223657E79DDCAA68578C428E43&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=obstacle+course+clip+art&view=detail&id=CE02ABFD1F6D5038981793F8B39B49B6B7E306EA&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR


Plan It For the planet  

The 2012 calendar, ñImages of Preservation 
Parks,ò is on sale for $15 and is available at  
Hogback Ridge Preserve, Deer Haven Preserve, 
and Beehive Books in Delaware. Consider giving 
the calendars as gifts or adorn your own wall 
with the splendid images of birds, wildlife and 

nature scenes taken within the parks.                           

The wonderful photographs featured in the calendar 
were taken by volunteers and members of the             
Preservation Parks Photography Club. Meetings are 
at 1 p.m. on the second Sunday of each month.        
Contact Ron Gadrim at rgadrim@columbus.rr.com 

for meeting locations and other information. 
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            Build -a -Bird -Box Workshops  

  2012 Photo Calendars and Photo Club  

Are you handy with power tools? 
Volunteers are needed at two bird 
box building workshops where     
families will make and take home 
Bluebird and Carolina Wren boxes. 
Workshops will take place at Deer 

Haven Preserve, on March 7 (Bluebirds) and March 14 
(Carolina Wrens); both workshops will be held from            
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Volunteers familiar with using power drills 
and other tools are encouraged to assist with these sessions. 
Feel free to bring tools of your own to augment our supply. 

Sign up on-line to help, or contact Saundra to find out more.  

Hound Hike Leaders Needed  

 

Do you love dogs and enjoy hiking Preservation Parksô trails?         

If so, consider becoming a Hound Hike Leader!  
 

Hound Hikes are public programs scheduled two Sundays per 
month at 4 p.m. in various parks. Hikers bring their socialized 
dogs for a 1- to 2-mile hike along our pet-friendly trails. Hound 
Hike Leaders arrive early to greet participants, distribute special 
Hound Hike bandanas to new hikers, and report attendance  

after each hike. 

Upcoming Hound Hikes: 

December 18 Blues Creek Preserve 

January 8 Hogback Ridge Preserve 

January 22 Deer Haven Preserve 

February 12 Char-Mar Ridge Preserve 

February 26 Emily Traphagen Preserve 

March 11 Gallant Woods Preserve 

March 25 Blues Creek Preserve 

As Preservation Parks expands and improves, volunteers play an 
increasingly important role as ambassadors for the organization. 
Each of us has the responsibility to represent the parks in a    
professional and consistent fashion ð fashion being the key 

word for this message. 

We want you to volunteer with us regularly and often. So the   
following fashion guidelines are not intended to make things   
difficult for you in any manner. We do encourage you to come to 
your volunteer assignment dressed in the park clothing you have 
earned, sporting your nametag to make you easily recognizable 

as a park representative. Clean and neat pants, skirts, or shorts in 
neutral colors such as black, white, grey, khaki, and, yes, even 

blue jeans, fit the bill. 
  

   Volunteer badges and vests are available for those times when 
your nametag is left at home or for new volunteers who have not 
yet served 50 hours. When on duty, please suit up and be proud.  
We are so happy that you choose to make a difference through     
volunteering with Preservation Parks, and we want to help you 

help us be the best!  

Volunteer Dress Code Guidelines  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=nature+dog+walk+&view=detail&id=DD2FA0247DCB9AFC9D812FFC8A7A74A510BE9D49&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=bird+house+clip+art&view=detail&id=BF33C64E9B49A78AF7ECB524859A9E216EF11818&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR


Preservation Parks Volunteer Opportunities 2012  
December 10, (2011)  Volunteer Cookie Exchange 

February 10, 11, 12  Cuisine Along the Ravine setup, event, & clean-up 

March 7   Build-A-Bluebird Box Workshop 

March 14   Build-A-Carolina Wren Box Workshop 

April 15   Osprey Homecoming  

June 16   Park Safari Challenge event 

July 5, 12, 19, 26   Thursday Evening Summer Concert Series 

Aug 2, 9    Thursday Evening Summer Concert Series 

August 11   Perseid Meteor Shower Campout 

August 26   Green-Wise Fair 

September 9   Volunteer Pot-Luck and Recognition 

October 21   Trick-or-Treat Trail 

December 9   Christmas at The Farm 

 

Sign up to volunteer on -line at  

https://www.volgistics.com/ex/portal.dll/?FROM=14855  

American Tree Sparrow  

Photograph taken by Ron Gadrim, who guides the Photography Club. 

https://www.volgistics.com/ex/portal.dll/?FROM=14855

